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FLCDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASI BNGTON, D.C. 20463

October 28, 2009
LECTRO U
Car) J. Romanclli
Wilkes-Barre, PA [8702
RE: MUR 5783
Carl J. Romanclli

Dear Mr. Romanelli:

On October 20, 2009, the Federal Election Commission accepted the signed conciliation
agreement submitted on your behalf in settlement of violations of 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(f), a
provision of thc Federal Election Campaign Aet of 1971, as amended (“the Aet™). Accordingly,
the file has been closed in this matter,

Documents related to the case will be placed on the public record within 30 days. See
Statement of Policy Regarding Disclosure of Closed Enforcement and Related Files, 68 Fed.
Reg. 70,426 (Dec. 18, 2003). Information derived in connection with any conciliation attcmpt
will not become public without the written consent of the respondent and the Commission. See
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)4)B). '

Enclosed you will find a copy of the fully cxecuted conciliation agreement for your files.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1650.

Sincerely,

G hens

Attorney

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement
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RECEIVED
FEDERAL ELECTION
COMMISSION

BEFORE THF. FRDERAL ELECTION COMMISSEN-2 PM 2: 36
OFFICE OF GENERAL
COUNSEL

In the Matter of )
)
Carl Romanelli for UJ.S. Senate and )
Shane Novak, in hiy ofYicial capacily as Tveasurer ) MUR §783
Carl Romanelli )
)
CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission (*Commission”), pursuant
to infurmatlon ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilitics.
The Comemission found reason to believe that Cari Romanellli for U.S. Senate, anil Shane
Novak, in his ollicial capavily as Treasurer, and Corl Romanelli (collectively “Respondents™),
violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(b), 441(]) of the Fcderal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
(“the Act™), and 11 C.F.R. §§ 104.3 and 110.9.

NOW, THEREFOR £, the Commission and the Respondents, baving participated in
infurmal mcthods of coneiliation, prior to a finding of probable canse o believe, do hercby agree
as follows:

3. The Commilssion has jurisdiction over the Respondents and the subject matter of

this procceding, and this agreement has the effect ol an agroonient cotered pursnant fo 2 11.5.C.
§ O7g@X4XAXi)-

1. Respondents entes voluntarily into thig agreement with the Cununission,

Il The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

Applicable Law
). The Act defincg a “contribution” as including “any gill, subscription, loan,
advance, or deposit of moncy or anything ol valuc inade by any person for the

purpose of influencing any election for Federal office.” 2 U.S.C. § 431(8)(AXi).
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2. The Act defincs an “expenditure” as including a “purchase, payment, distribution,

loun, udvance, deposit or gif of' money or anything of valuc, madc by any person
for the purpose of influencing any clevtion lor Federal Otfice.” 2 U.S.C.
§ 431(9XA)().

. During the 2006 election cycle, the Act provided that nn persnn could make

contributions to any candidate and his authorized commitees with respect to any
election for Federal oflice, which in the aggregate, cxcecded $2,100. See 2
U.S.C. § d4la(a)(1)A); 11 C.F.R. §110.1(b).

. Bach treasurer of a political committee shall file periodic reports of the

commitfee’s receipts and dishursements with the Commission. See 2 U.S.C.

§ 434(u)(1). 1n Lhe casc of an authorized coinmittee of a candidete for federal
office, these rcports shall include, inter ali, the amnount of cash on hand at the
heginning of the reporting period, see 2 U.S.C. § 434(b)(1); the total amounts of
the commiltee’s receipis for the elcction cycle, se¢ 2 U.S.C. § 434(b)(2); and the
totaf ainounts of the conunittee’s disbursements for the election cycle. See 2

U.S.C. § 434(b)(4).
Fuciyal Backgroynd

. Corl Romanelli for U.S. Senate (“Romanelli Commiuee") is the authorized

coinmittee of Carl Romanelli, who ran for the office of U.S. Senate in 2606 in
Permsylvania. ‘The Romanelli Committce registered with the Commission as a

federal political cormittce on May 31, 2006,

6. Shauc Novak is the Treasnrer of (he Romaneill Commiilee as will as the

Treusurer for the Green Party of Luzeme County, PA (*GPL").
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. Carl Romancilii is also the Co-Chair of GPI..
. In the spring of 2006, Romarclli began soliciting eontributions on behalf of the

Green Party of Luzerne County, PA (*GPL") tv obtain ballot access for

Pennsylvania Green Party candidates.

., With the funds raised, GPT, and Romanelli hired JSM, Inc. tv secure petitions so

tha( Pennsylvania Green Party candidotes conld qualify for the ballot in (he 2006
general election in Pennsylvania. GPL paid $87,748 10 JSM, Inc. for the

petitioning services,

10. By peying for petitioning services that would assist Romaaclli in qualifying for

lhe Pennsylvania ballot, GPL made in-kind contributiony of spproximately

$11,000 tu the Romanclli Committee,

11. Tbec Romanelli Cummmiliec and Romanelli knowingly accepted excessive in-

kind contributions totaling §8,900.

12, In its first 2006 July Quarterly Report, filed July 18, 2006, e Romaaelli

Commitlec roported receiving $66,000 in in-kind conlributions from GPL.

13. In its Amended 2006 July Quarterly Report, filed August 28, 2006, (he Romanelli

Committee reported receiving an in-kind contribution from GPL in the amount of
$13,200. The Romanc{li Commiltee erruncously noted that the purpose of the in-
kind contribution was for egordinated party expenditures when GPL was not

authurized to make snch expenditures.

14, The Romanelli Committee contends that it made good [uith ancmpts to comply

with the statutory and regulatory requirements of the Act, and any violations

resulted from a lack of understanding of such requirements and were inadvertenl,
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v, Respondents cormmitted the following violations:
I. Respondents vioJaled 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(f) and 11 C.F.R. § 110.9 by
knowingly accepting excessive in-kind contributions.
2. The Rumanelli Committee violated 2 U.S.C, § 434(b)(2), (4) and 11 C.F.R,
§ 104.3(o), (bX4) by failing to accurately report the in-kind contributions {hat
it reecived.
V.  Respondents will cease and desist frum violating 2 U.S.C. §§ 441a(f), 434(b) and
11 CFR. §§104.3, 1105,

Vi 10 ordinary circamstances, the Commission would seek a cjvil penaly based on
the violations outlincd in this sgreement. However, the Commission is taking into account the
foct that the Romanelli Commiltee has littlc cash on hand, and a limited ability to rajse any
additional funds. Tn addition, Respondent Carl Romanglli, throngh the subsnission of financial
Jdocumentation 10 the Commission and additional representations, has demonstrated thai financial
hardship prevents him from paying the full civil penalty to the Commission. ‘1he Commission
regards these submissions and representations as material representulions, Dug (0 the mitigating
circumstances, which include Respondents’ financial condition, the Commission agrees Lo depart
Srotu the eivil penalty that the Commission would uurmally scek for the violations at issue, und
the Commission agrees that o civil penalty will be due. If evidence Is uncovered indicating
Respondents’ financial condition is not as stated, a total civil penalty of up to six thousand five
hundred dollacs (86,500 shall be imunediately due, pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(5)XA).

VILL Respondents apree thet the Conmittee’s Treasurer or other personnel responsible
for complying with the Act and Commission regulations, including the person who prepares ity

disclosure reports, will attend o0 appropriate Cummission-sponsored wbining program lor



29044253552

e

MUR 5783
Page5of 6

political commitiees within cigiitecn (18) months of the effective date of thiy agreement.
Respandents shal) submit evidence of registration and attendance at such event (o the
Commission.

Vi, To the extent they have not already done so, Respoudents will amend the FEC
reports allected by the activities described herein.

IX. The Commission, on request of anyone filing 8 complaint under 2 U.S.C
§ 437g(a)X1) concerning the mallery al issuc herein or on its own motion, may revicw vompliance
with this apreement. Il the Commission belicves thal 1his agreement or any requirement thereol
has been violated, it may institute a civil action for reliel in the United States District Court for
the District of Columbia.

X This agreement shall become effective ag of the date thal all partics hereto have
cxecuted some and the Commission has approved the entire agreement.

X Except as otherwise provided, Respondents shall have na more than 30 days from
the dulc this agrocment becomes effective to comply with and implement the requirements
contained in this agreement and to so nofify the Commission.

X1.  This Conciliation Agrcemcnt constitutes the entire agreement beiween the parties
on the maticrs raised herein, and no other statement, promise, or agreamenl, elther writien or
orul, made by cither party or by agents of cither party, (hat {s not cantained in this written

agreemenl shall be caforceable.
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FOR THE COMMISSTON:

Thumasenia P. Duncan
General Counsel

Ann Maric Terzaken

Associate Qeneral Counsel
For Enforcement

FOR THE RESPONDENTS:

POS'Iﬁm\:beq__s re
Carl Romanelli for U.S. Senate

/0/27/ oy

Date @ 7

S~ O0F /3 o000

&F-20R00
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